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ICBA Sets Record Straight on S. 2155 as Senate
Vote Approaches
With opponents of bipartisan community bank

Industry

regulatory relief legislation falsely claiming that it would

Representation

disrupt Home Mortgage Disclosure Act reporting, ICBA
is speaking out. In a national news release, ICBA
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noted that the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief
and Consumer Protection Act (S. 2155) would maintain longstanding HMDA

Member Services
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data fields.
Under S. 2155, lenders would still be required to collect and report the 23
2015 HMDA rule. The legislation exempts certain low-volume community
banks with satisfactory or better Community Reinvestment Act ratings from

Schools

the 25 additional data fields mandated by the 2015 rule. The final Senate vote
on S. 2155 is expected this week.
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SBA 7(a) Bill Slated for Committee Votes This Week
The House and Senate Small Business Committees
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are scheduled to mark up ICBA-supported legislation

Compliance

program so community banks can continue to use the

Superior
Products,
Significant
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7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act (H.R. 4743 and S.

to safeguard the Small Business Administration’s 7(a)
program responsibly. The bipartisan Small Business
2283), which ICBA supported in testimony earlier this year, would strengthen
the SBA Office of Credit Risk Management and Lender Oversight Committee,
codify the SBA’s “Credit Elsewhere Test,” and allow the SBA to lift the cap on
general business loans if it is reached.

Beige Book Notes Price Pressure
The Federal Reserve has released their latest Beige Book
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report of regional economic conditions. According to the
report, economic activity in the Southeast continued to
grow modestly from early January through mid-February.
Among the noteworthy items in the report are signals that inflation could be
inching upward in the coming months. Some business contacts said they are
able to pass along rising costs in the form of price increases, which has not
been common in recent years. Trucking firms, for example, reported some
pricing power amid strong demand and tight capacity. Read more from the
Atlanta Fed. To read the full report, click here.
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ICBA Capital Summit Hotel Deadline Is This Week
ICBA’s Capital Summit: April 8-11, 2018
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With the ICBA Capital Summit just around the corner,



we encourage you to support this critical event and be
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heard. Please be aware that the hotel special-pricing
ends this Friday, March 16, 2018.
The ICBA Capital Summit is where community bankers
from across the U.S. rally in DC to discuss key issues with legislative stakeholders

Career Center
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and influence meaningful relief for our industry. This year, community banks
are converging on DC to discuss access to capital, regulatory and tax relief,
mortgage reform, and agricultural lending.
This is our chance to make a difference for the future of our industry.
Registration is complimentary for ICBA community bank members. Click here
to register. If you plan on attending the event, please notify Rob Braswell.

Top Pain Points for Bank Borrowers
The Federal Reserve’s 2016 Small Business Credit
Survey found that businesses more often express
satisfaction with a traditional, small-bank lender than
with online lenders, defined as nonbank alternative
and marketplace lenders. But Peter Brown, vice
president of strategy at Sageworks, a CBA Associate
Member, notes that online lenders improved their satisfaction levels by more
than 200 percent between the survey in 2015 and 2016. “They’re catching up
quick,” Brown says. Some factors helping fintech lenders make gains in
customer satisfaction relate to their ability to address some of the concerns
of borrowers, according to Brown. Read the full article. Guest article from
CBA Associate Member Sageworks.

FS-ISAC Cyber Range Exercise in Atlanta
ICBA has been asked to publicize a unique opportunity
for community banks, who are members of FS-ISAC,
to participate in a cyber range exercise. Cyber-range
exercises offer FS-ISAC members with a more technical,
hands-on-keyboard experience that provides greater
interaction and sharing between members in a way
that helps raise capability maturity levels and resiliency
across the sector. FS-ISAC has partnered with ManTech, a large experienced
provider of cyber-ranges and exercises, to build the network environment
and facilitate the event. Experts will be onsite to support the exercise and
answer questions and participants will be able to either attend in person or
remotely.
Below are links to videos from the last cyber range exercise and registration
information:

Salary Survey

•

What: A ransomware inspired scenario to assure the topic is timely and
worth your participation.

•

Who:

Skill levels will vary to encourage interaction; however, some

network defender experience is required. Review this video link for an
overview of the agenda and activities.
•

When: March 27, 2018, from 9:30am to 3:30pm. Refreshments and
lunch will be provided; however, participants must bring their laptop
or if participating remotely be able to access the browser-based portal
through which the event will be conducted.

•

Where: Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, 3rd Floor, Redbud Room.

•

Cost: $995 per person

•

Click here to register.

Leadership & Mindset Training were Focus of First Session
of Retooled Community Bank Leadership Academy
The first session of the Community
Bank Leadership Academy took place
last week in Macon. Prior to the session,
attendees read “The Anatomy of Peace:
Resolving the Heart of Conflict,” by The
Arbinger Institute, and then were led
in the leadership & mindset training
session by Darla Harms.
Darla became a John Maxwell Certified Coach, Speaker and Trainer in
February 2014. John Maxwell is the #1 Leadership Expert in the world, and
she has cherished everything she has learned from him and the John Maxwell
team. She is also certified as a Mindset Coach by The Arbinger Institute out
of Salt Lake City. She now has her own leadership company, Darla Harms
Leadership, and she passionately imparts everything she has learned about
leadership and mindset to others who want to become better leaders.
“Learning how to avoid and resolve conflict starts with oneself,” says Peake
Wilson, CBA’s Vice President of Corporate Events & Leadership Division.
“These tools used for adjusting our mindset are invaluable at home, at work
and at play…I feel blessed to call myself an attendee at the new Leadership
Academy.”
Developed by CBA’s Leadership Division, this Leadership Academy is
designed specifically for the future community bank leader. This series of
four sessions will benefit the attendees through individual self-discovery,
personal and professional growth and career development. Each participant
will walk away with their own personal development plan. Each workshop
is designed to bring continuity and sustainable accomplishments which will
allow each future bank leader to build positive influence, team connections
and ongoing learning resources. The Academy aims to support Georgia’s
community banks in the development of its people so that these bankers will
become impactful leaders of influence - for the bank, themselves and their
communities. Each participant who consecutively attends all four sessions
in a calendar year will receive a Certificate of Completion.

Session II of the Academy will take place on May 16th and will be led by
Michelle Rivers, SVP & Chief Human Resources Officer, BrandBank, Duluth.
The Academy attendees will perform their own DiSC Profile, and Michelle will
provide assessments and training during her session. To learn more about
the Academy, please click here.
The CBA extends a big “thank you” to Kristi Greer, AVP/Education &
Engagement, Oconee State Bank, Watkinsville, who is CBA Leadership
Division Chairman-Elect and Chairman of the Community Bank Leadership
Academy Committee. Kristi and her committee developed the Academy’s
new curriculum and secured the trainers.

Thank You to Last Week’s Dinner Sponsor

JB
Enjoy feedback from a few of the attendees:
“I’m looking forward to our remaining sessions; I could not have asked to
have been placed with a better group of people to learn and grow from,
both personally and professionally.”
- Trudy Eller, Vice President / Human Resources,
American Commerce Bank, Bremen
“The CBA’s efforts to continually educate and inform Community Bankers
across the state are vital to the industry’s success. The resources that have
been made available to me by the CBA and my management team have
helped me to grow professionally and personally. The CBA’s Leadership
Academy is no exception to this…”
- Taylor Jenkins, Assistant Banking Officer & Consumer Lender,
Flint Community Bank, Albany
“I really enjoyed the class and getting to know everyone…I am looking
forward to the remainder of the classes.”
- Sean Pitts, Vice President/Commercial Relationship Manager,
Vinings Bank, Smyrna

There’s Still Time to Register for the Women in Banking
Seminar!
The Power of YOU!
The 5th Annual Women In Banking seminar is being held Tuesday, March
20, 2018, at Idle Hour Country Club, Macon. We have a phenomenal agenda
filled with different corporate trainers who are sure to amaze and inspire you!

Diane Bogino,

Sanquinetta

President,

Dover, President

Performance

& CEO,

Strategies, Inc.,

DoverSolutions,

Atlanta

Atlanta

Topic: “The Time of

Topic: “Navigating

Your Life”

the Multi-

Having the time

generational

of your life means

Workplace”

managing the events and relationships in

Because the differences in generations

your life. This program will take a 30,000-

are so fundamental to each’s

foot view of your current and future life

understanding of the world around them,

and drill down to daily tasks.

the clashes between generations can
seem impossible to avoid. So how do you
build a bridge across this generational
chasm? You listen, learn, and then you
lead. 

Col. Jill

Becky McCrary,

Morgenthaler,

Greenville, SC

United States

Topic: “Your

Army, Ret.,

Professional Image:

Chicago, IL

One Neat Package”

Topic: “Powerful

and “Relationship

Presence: Show

Networking ‘On

Your Power Through

Purpose!’”

Your Body, Mind

Hear Becky and

and Intellect”

learn proven techniques to improve your

When you recognize and change certain

skills, your professional appearance,

behaviors, results pay off in career

even your attitude. Named Business

opportunities you never thought possible

Development Professional of the

along with an image that identifies you as

Year, Becky will also share her ideas

someone with the power and knowledge

on preparation, greeting strangers,

to lead and succeed.

developing an aura of power and
influence, separating yourself from
monopolizers, and so much more!

Please click here to view the full brochure. Register today and come learn The Power of
YOU! For general information including the agenda, click here or contact Peake Wilson.
Sponsorships are available! Contact Lindsay Greene to learn more.

Help Georgia’s Community Banks Stay on Target!
Plan to join us, your colleagues and friends at the Spring PAC/PR
Clay Shoot. This fun and popular outdoor event will be held on
Thursday, March 22, 2018, at Wynfield Plantation, Albany. Hosted by
CBA’s Leadership Division, this event’s proceeds benefit CBA’s PAC
& PR Funds and, as you know, the CBA maintains the only state PAC
working exclusively for Georgia’s community banks. Now more than
ever, it is imperative we have a strong voice at the state Capitol. Your
participation, whether you shoot or sponsor, will help the community banking industry
continue to thrive in our state.

For the event’s schedule, general information and to register, click here. To view the full
brochure, click here.
The Shotgun Raffle is underway! Don’t miss out on your chance to win a Browning Silver
Hunter 20-gauge, 28” barrel shotgun with carrying case (sold by Red Hills Outdoors,
Americus)! The raffle is sponsored by First State Bank, Wrens. The tickets are on sale now
at $20 each. Contact Peake Wilson to purchase your tickets today. The drawing will be held
during lunch at the Clay Shoot. You do not have to be present to win.
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Application Deadline is Only One Month Away - 2018 Hester Memorial
Scholarship!
The Julian & Jan Hester Memorial Scholarship is named after
long-time CBA Chief Executive Officer, the late Julian Hester and his
late daughter, Jan Hester. The scholarship is open to Georgia high
school seniors who will be entering a Georgia college, university
or technical school in the fall semester of 2018. The four winning
recipients will each be awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Share the Scholarship offering with your local high school guidance
counselors and the rest will take care of itself! Read a related American Banker article here.
Click here for more details and to download the application. Contact Peake Wilson for
more information.

Gov. Deal Proclaims April Community Banking Month
Let CBA Help Your Bank Celebrate!
April is Community Banking Month and the Community Bankers Association of Georgia
and community banks across Georgia are recognizing the unique spirit that makes
community banks the foundation of their communities in cities and towns throughout
the state. Governor Nathan Deal recently proclaimed April 2018 as Community Banking
Month in Georgia.
Make your plans now on how you will show appreciation to your customers and demonstrate
the importance of community banking.
Take advantage of these FREE resources from CBA:
•

Press release for member banks to distribute to local media

•

Signed proclamation from Governor Nathan Deal declaring April Community Banking
Month

•

Ways to Celebrate Community Banking Month

•

Community Banking Month Employee Fact Sheet

•

Community Banking Month Customizable Op Ed

•

Banner ads for your website

Get Social! Join in the fun on social media by using the hashtags #BankLocalGA,
#GoLocal, or #ILoveMyCommunityBank. CBA will share your posts and give others ideas
on how they can also celebrate community banking! For more information, contact Jeremy
Thomens at CBA at jeremy@cbaofga.com or (770) 541-0380.

Successful Strategies Require INSIGHT
The Baker Group’s Interest Rate Risk and Investment Strategies Seminar
April 12-13, 2018 | The Henderson | Destin, Florida
Successful financial institution managers know the importance of achieving a highperformance plan. Establishing such a plan requires not only sound data and accurate
information, but also an insightful partner; The Baker Group, a CBA Endorsed Member
Company, is that partner. Click here to learn more and to register. Click here for the flyer.

Battle of the Boards!
CBA Senior Execs vs CBA Leadership Division Execs
Saturday, 11:00 am - Noon
Everyone is invited, including spouses, guests and children to spectate at CBA’s firstever “Family Feud” game to finish out the general session on Saturday morning! This
fun competition pits the Executive Committee of each of our Boards against each other
and is sure to generate a lot of laughter!
If the Leadership Division Execs win, proceeds will benefit Children’s Healthcare’s Aflac
Cancer Research; if CBA Execs win, proceeds will benefit the PAC. So, bankers and associate
members, be sure your families know to join us Saturday morning for our hilarious version
of this timeless game show!
Get ready for a landmark celebration: CBA’s 50th Anniversary Convention & Mini-Trade
Show, Grand Hotel Marriott Resort & Spa, Point Clear, AL, Thursday- Sunday, June 21-24,
2018! Learn more and register.

Don’t Miss the 2018 Educational Opportunities for New and Seasoned
Community Bank Directors!

Deadline to Register & Reserve Hotel Room is Fast Approaching!
Last year, the CBA celebrated the 10th anniversary of this
School with a record attendance. We anticipate this year will
attract a large number of community bank BSA Professionals
as well. Since this School and the King & Prince Resort and Spa are quite popular, we
suggest you register and make your hotel reservations NOW!.
In addition to the popular peer group breakout sessions and banker panel discussions, we
plan to cover a variety of hot topics such as Beneficial Ownership” and the New Regulations,
Bitcoin/ Cryptocurrency, Human Trafficking and Smuggling, Marijuana Businesses, Elder
Financial Exploitation, Money Services Businesses, BSA software, BSA examination
trends, and much more! The lead instructor/facilitator for the School is Dianne Barton,
President, Performance Solutions, Inc. Additional details regarding the faculty and topics
will be available soon. The deadline to reserve a room at the CBA rates is June 30, 2018 or
whenever the CBA room block is full. To make a reservation, please call the hotel directly
at (800) 342-0212. Be sure to mention you are with the CBA BSA Officer School. For CBA
assistance, please contact Donna Coutant.

2017 Advanced BSA Officer School Graduates

Sympathies
CBA extends our sincere sympathy to the family, friends and coworkers of David King (DK) Hollis, Jr., who passed away last week.
At the time of his death, DK was still serving as Chairman of the
Board for Citizens Community Bank, Hahira, and also for the bank
holding company, CCB Bancshares, Inc. DK was a past Chairman of
the Community Bankers Association. Read the full obituary.

United Community Bank - Blairsville
Annemarie Murphy has been promoted to President, SBA
Lending.

Renasant Bank - Duluth
Noble Jones has joined the bank as a Senior Vice President,
Commercial Relationship Officer.

Cornerstone Bank - Atlanta
Lin Hsieh has joined the bank as Vice President, Human
Resources.

BrandMortgage – Lawrenceville
John Nguyen has been named Mortgage Banker.

BrandMortgage – Kennesaw
Ryan Lyng has been named Mortgage Banker.

Peer Analysis
Michael Stinson is co-founder of BankTrends, a web-based tool that helps bank
executives leverage the value contained in Call Report data so they can manage the bank
more effectively and figure out ways to increase profitability and shareholder value.
BankTrends also helps board members understand their bank’s performance by providing
bankers with quarterly board presentations. When it comes to analyzing Call Report data
at your bank, “every bank president should have BankTrends!” CBA members receive a 10%
subscription discount from BankTrends!
For more information, contact Michael at michael@bank-trends.com or (877) 717-6743,
or visit www.bank-trends.com.

The CBA has been recognized on a national level for its invaluable
educational programs and corporate events. The CBA has a variety
of options for all positions in a community bank…from the teller line
to the board room. We invite you to join us for one of the upcoming
programs. For more options, Click here for the CBA Calendar.
For assistance with Education Programs, contact Jodi Swilley. For
assistance with Corporate Events, contact Peake Wilson.

March 2018

Compliance Quarter I – Complying with Beneficial Ownership, New Rules
Remaining March Dates:
Thursday, March 15 - Macon
Monday, March 19 - Duluth


Tuesday, March 20 - Rome

April 2018
Insight 2018: High Performance Balance Sheet Strategies
Hosted by The Baker Group
Thursday-Friday, April 12-13 - Destin, FL
3rd Annual Mortgage Lending School
Tuesday-Thursday, April 24-26 - Atlanta
Ongoing Webinars & Online Training
Webinars
Click here to view webinar listing and to register.

On-Line Training
Click here for on-line training with OnCourse Learning.
(OnCourse Learning is a CBA Endorsed Member Company)

March & April 2018
A Conversation & Lunch with OCC Southern District Leaders
Thursday, March 15 - Macon
5th Annual Women In Banking Seminar
Tuesday, March 20 – Macon
Spring PAC/PR Clay Shoot
Thursday, March 22 - Macon
Click here to purchase your raffle tickets!
9th Annual Spring Regional Luncheon Meetings & PAC/PR Fundraisers
North – Monday, April 16 – Duluth (with PAC/PR Callaway Driver raffle)
Middle – Tuesday, April 17 – Milledgeville (with PAC/PR Golf Tournament)
South – Wednesday, April 18 – Albany (with PAC/PR Golf Tournament)

We are community banking.
1900 The Exchange, Suite 600, Atlanta, GA 30339
Phone: (770) 541-4490 / (800) 648-8215 | Fax: (770) 541- 4496 • www.cbaofga.com

