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It is with great pleasure that I write a letter to recommend Gentry Tootle as a recipient of your
scholarship. I have known Gentry for 4 years. When I think of Gentry I think of a young man
who is a natural leader, project developer, and peer teacher. Ðay in and day out, he displays

excellent character traits and is a natural erudite student. Not only is Gentry intelligent, but he
also has a very pleasant personality. Ðuring the Fall of 2019, I had the honor to teach Gentry
Honors Gifred Chemistry at Metter High School (MHS). He was accelerated and took Honors
Gifted Chemistry during his 1Oth grade year of high school.
It is rare that I encounter a student like Gentry. During his time as my student, I can recallthat
he worked hard and always wanted to give his best. While observing him as my student, I could

see Gentry's development of the 21st century skills of being a critical thinker, a communicator,
and a collaborator. Gentry always produced work (assignments, projects, and lab reports) of
very high quality. During labs and projects, he honed his critical thinking, communication, and
teamwork skills. Gentry also assumed the roles of a strong manager/team leader and organizer
during group lab tasks. Gentry ís also an excellent writer. His science writing skills were
displayed in the interesting article reviews he wrote. I enjoyed reading his summaries of
scientific articles. He also wrote excellent lab reports to communicate informatíon about his
claim, results, and conclusions from the lab tasks he performed. I can still remember the Mars
Colony Project he created. After reading The Martian, he completed superb research and used
creativity to develop an awesome end result. Gentry had a strong inclination for the science
and math mixture of Chemistry. He was awarded the highest overall GPA for Honors Gifted
Chemistry.
Gentry is an academic achiever. Not only was he awarded the highest overall GPAfor Honors
Gifted Chemistry he made the highest average for 11 other classes at MHS. He was also
awarded the MHS Biotechnology Research and Development Pathway Student of the Year
2A20 and MHS Work Based Learning Healthcare Science Student of the Year2021. During his
time at MHS, he has always been on the Star Honor Roll (allAs) every semester. Gentry is
ranked 2 of 103 students. He has also been recognized for his academic achievements by the
National Beta Club, the National Society of High School Scholars, and the Georgia Certificate of
Merit Class of 2022 \Mnner.
I am impressed that although Gentry is serious about his academic pursuits, he

stillfinds time to
volunteer to provide community seruice throughout our small, rural community. He is also
involved in numerous extracurricular activities at Metter High School and our entire Candler
County School District. Vühen I think of Gentry, I think of golf. He has played golf for his entire
time at MHS. As a freshman and junior (sophomore season was cut short due to COVID-19),
Gentry won the highest academic average award. His freshman year, the golf team won the
region and state titles. His junior year, the golf team won the region title and 1st runner-up. Golf

helped him develop his teamwork skills and can lead to future business
opportun ities/negotiations.
As a member and leader in various school clubs, he has developed many project leadership
skills. Since coming to MHS, Gentry has been a member of the Key Club, Future Christian
Athletes (FCA), and Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). lfirst met Gentry his
freshman year. He joined the Science Club and I served as one of its sponsors. I recall he
participated in the Science Olympiad at Georgia Southern University creating rockets. He was
also a member of 4-H his freshman and sophomore years at MHS. ln 4-H, he participated in
community projects by creating and delivering cards to individuals in nursing homes.
Gentry held leadership positions in the Hunting-Fishing Club and Future Farmers of America
(FFA). In the Hunting-Fishing Club, he served as EvenUActivities Management Leader where
he participated in community projects such as hosting hunts for veterans, repairing local
wooden bridges, repairing the local nature trail walking path, building duck boxes for the duck
conservation society, and building deer stands for wheelchair accessibility. ln FFA, Gentry has
served as Reporter during his Sophomore and Junior years and is currently the Vice-President.
As a supporter of FFA, I am a firsthand witness to his versatility, leadership qualities, and
willingness to serve our community in leadership capacities. Gentry has helped our community
through FFA by picking up trash to beautify our city; making ramps for local individuals with
disabilities; planting trees and making benches to be placed throughout the community.
Sophomore and Junior year, his team placed 1st in region for Farm Business Management
CDE. Gentry also served as the club's reporter. He took pictures and wrote articles describing
each event for the local paper. He honed his presentation skills by making presentations during
club meetings and at the Candler County Young Farmer Meetings. He won 2nd place for the
region in the meat judging contest and earned his Green Hand Degree. Junior year, he won the
FFA Star Chapter FarmerAchievement Award, the 2021 Specialty Crop Production Proficiency
Central Region, and the 2nd place winner of the 2O21 Crop Production on the State level.
As you can tell, Gentry has played many roles as a teen leader. He has served our community
through good citizenship. He was chosen to develop personal leadership skills and serve our
community through service in the Candler Youth Leadership Program. Due to COVID-19, his
year of service was cut short. Gentry was also selected to serve on the Pineland Junior Board
tor 2020-2021 and 2021-2022. A local bank, Pineland Bank introduces high school juniors and
seniors to the local business community and emphasizes the importance of community service
Gentry stillfound the time to work at M&H Lawn and cunently works at Better Fresh Farms, He
has numerous responsibilities which include maintenance of the harvest, repairing damaged
equipment, and giving tours of the farm for visitors. All of these extracurricular activities have
helped develop Gentry into a well-rounded individual.
I am proud that he enrolled in dual enrollment courses at Southeastern Technical College and
Georgia Southern University. Gentry's success in these courses are a testament to his
readiness for further education at the university level. Gentry is highly motivated, and I have all
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What do you think is the most important aspect of community banking? Why? Has
a specific community bank made an impact on you? Support your ans^ver.
Community banks arc notjust financial institutions where transactions occur; rather, they
are prominent figures within the surrounding community and assist in economic development.
Community banks provide a hometown feel, and interpersonal service that large scale corporate
banks simply cannot compete with. Small town banks put the community first in community
banking.
For example, my local bank, the Bank of Lumber City has played a major role in my
development into who I am today. Banking is in my blood. My great grandfather, great
grandmother, grandmother, grandfather, and father have all worked at the Bank of Lumber City.
Some of my earliest memories arc coming into the bank and watching cartoons in the break room
after pre-k. Countless hours 1 have spent in and around the bank, and the experiences and lessons
I have learned will carry with me throughout the rest of my life. For as long as I can remember.
financial literacy and principles of banking have been instilled in me by my entire family and
these will serve me well in owning my own business one day.
When you do business at a community bank, you are more than just an account holder.
Community banks provide customer service beyond what large scale banks can achieve. When
you enter a community bank, you're greeted by name and asked how you and your family are.
The tellers are individuals from your community with real concern for you, not just people
reading from a script to handle your transactions. Everyone from the loan department, to
bookkeeping, to the stakeholders are members of your community that want to see economic
development within the community. Community banks offer advice, and assistance to customers
not expecting anything in return, rather just wanting to see their customers succeed in whatever
endeavors they may choose.
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Community banking is vital to the smooth operation of a community and
efficient
production from local businesses. Community banks have numerous
benefits that they provide to
both their clients and the public including: offering lower fees and better
interest rates, providing
a greater focus to serving small and local businesses, commitment
to community service,
giveback progralns and so much more. However, one of the most
important aspects
community banking is that community banks focus on the community's

of

needs.

Community banks assist with anything from srnall business loans to other financial
products and seruices. Community banks also make big decisions
based on what will best serve
their clients and the community atlarge.Large banks in comparison to community
banks
are

primarily concetned with their profîts, and their branches are spread across
too many
conrmunities to provide products and services that arepersonalized for any
one area.
Fufthetmore, community banks also have flexibility to adapt their offerings
to the needs of
clients and account holders' For example, if a natural disaster hits your
town, you can count on
your community bank to do everything in its power to support its
account holders and get their
finances back on track. V/ith larger banks, or big-name banks, you would
most likely have to
figure out your financial situation on your own.

With deep roots in the community, community banks do a great deal to provide
for both
their clients' and the community as a whole. one of my own community
banks has made
a

significant impact on my life by selecting me to be a part of their student
advisory board. By
being a member of this board, I have had the opportunity and the privilege
to learn more about
smart financial decision making, how to teach others about smaft financial
decision making, and
also serve my community through a variety of different service projects.
This experience has not

only allowed rre to make a difference in my life, but also in my own community.
More
importantly, it has also given me the motivation to continue making smaft
financial decisions,
teaching others to do the same, and getting involved with my community
following high

school

graduation and beyond.
There are a multitude of benefits when it comes to working with
community banks. They
often provide the best interest rates and offer lower fees. Community
banks also give greater
focus to serving small and local businesses and are committed to
community service and
giveback programs. However, one of the most important aspects
of community banks is that they
focus on the community's needs, unlike larger, big-name banks.
Community banks also give

Savannah Reynolds

students, like rnyself, the opportunity to get involved in their
community and make informed

financial decisions by providing opportunities like the student
advisory board I mentioned
previously. These opportunities and experiences provided
by cornmunity banks leave
long-lasting impacts on students, account holders, and community
members and influence them
to make their communities better places.

